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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
August 6, 2016 

The title of today’s sermon is:
True Prophets – A Bible Study
Let us pray …

Throughout history, God has spoken to His people through prophets. As we draw closer to the end of time, it should come as no surprise that individuals arise claiming to be a prophet of God. 
In His sermon on the Mount of Olives, after the disciples wanted to know the signs of His coming and the end of the world, Jesus warned us of deception in verses Matthew 24: 4, 5, 11 & 24. He particularly warned us of false prophets in verses 11 & 24. 
However, nearly all of these end time prophets fail to meet the scriptural requirements for a true prophet. It is very important to know what the scriptures reveal regarding God’s true prophets, so as to identify those who are true and those who are false prophets. Here are 15 specific Biblical tests of a true prophet:

1)  A true prophet does not lie. His predictions will be fulfilled. 

Jeremiah 28:9, "The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him." 
2)  A true prophet serves the true God.
Deuteronomy 13:1-4, “If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.”
3)  A true prophet acts in accordance with the will and approval of God. 
Deuteronomy 18:19, "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him." 

4)  A true prophet prophesies in the name of the Lord, not in his own name. 

2 Peter 1:21, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost.”  On the other hand, a false prophet speaks presumptuously. Deuteronomy 18:21-22 “And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.”
5)  A true prophet does not give his own private interpretation of the prophecy. 

2 Peter 1:20, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” 

6)  A true prophet points out the sins and transgressions of the people against God. 

Isaiah 58:1, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”

7)  A true prophet is to warn the people of God's coming judgment. (Examples of judgment such as portrayed in: 

Isaiah 24:20, "The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again." Also Revelation 14:6, 7, "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters."
8)  A true prophet edifies the church, counsels and advises it in religious matters. 

1 Corinthians 14:3, 4, "But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church."
9)  A true prophet's words will be in absolute harmony with the law and the words of the prophets that have preceded him. 

Isaiah 8:20, "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."
10)  A true prophet recognizes the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

1 John 4:1-3, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that [spirit] of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world."
11)  A true prophet can be recognized by the results of his work. 

Matthew 7:15-20, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them."
12) A true prophet shall have dreams and visions
Numbers 12:6, “And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.”

13) A true prophet eyes remain open in vision
Numbers 24:4, “He hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:”
14) A true prophet does has no strength when coming out of vision
Daniel 10:17, “For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.”
15) A true prophet does not breathe while in vision
Daniel 10:17, “For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.” 

Women prophets in the Bible:

1.  Miriam – Exodus 15:20 “And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.”
2.  Deborah – Judges 4:4 “And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.”
3.  Huldah – 2 Kings 22:14 “So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college; and they communed with her.”
4.  Anna – Luke 2:36 “And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;”
5.  Phillip’s daughters – Acts 21:8, 9 “And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.”
1 Corinthians 1:27, 29 “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;” “That no flesh should glory in his presence.” At the age of 17, Ellen Gould Harmon, described as the weakest of the weak, was called by God to be a prophetess of His end-time remnant church. Later married to an ordained pastor, James White, Ellen G. White, one of the principle founders of the Seventh-day Adventist church, met every one of the 15 Biblical tests of a true prophet. She died at the age of 88 in 1915. From age 17 to age 88, she had over 2,000 visions, some lasting 4 or more hours.  

Today there are over 18 million SDA’s around a world that has a population of 7 billion people. That’s 1 SDA for every 389 human beings. There is a mighty work yet to be done.


Finally, I want to give you some additional scriptures about prophets in the Bible.

Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” God reveals what we are to know.
1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21 “Despise not prophesyings.  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

Hosea 12:10, 13 “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets” “And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.”

Daniel 2:28 “But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;”

Daniel 7:1 “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.”

Hebrews 1:1 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,”

Amos 3:7 “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”

1 Peter 1:10, 11 “Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”

Joel 2:28-30 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.”
Acts 2:17, 18 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:”

1 Samuel 9:19 “And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that [is] in thine heart.” A seer is an Old Testament term for a prophet. He or she is to be the eyes of the church.

2 Chronicles 20:20 “And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.”

Ephesians 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;”

Luke 11:34 “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.”

Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”

Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”

Lamentations 2:9 “Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD.”

Ezekiel 7:26 “Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients.”

The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people in the true testimony. He will bring in spurious visions, to mislead and mingle the false with the true, and so disgust people that they will regard everything that bears the name of visions, as a species of fanaticism; but honest souls, by contrasting false and true, will be enabled to distinguish between them.  {FLB 296.6}  

Let us pray ...

